THE WRITER SELF-PERCEPTION SCALE

Listed below are statements about writing. Please read each statement carefully.  The circle the letters that show how much you agree or disagree with the statement. Use the following scale:

SA=Strongly Agree  A=Agree   U=Undecided    D=Disagree    SD=Strongly Disagree

Example:  I think Batman is the greatest super hero.           SA     A     U    D     SD

If you are really positive that Batman is the greatest, circle SA (Strongly Agree).

If you think that Batman is good but maybe not great, circle A (Agree).

If you can’t decide whether or not Batman is the greatest, circle U (Undecided).

If you think that Batman is not all that great, circle D (Disagree).

If you are really positive that Batman is not the greatest, circle SD (Strongly Disagree).

(OC)
1.
I write better than other kids in the class.
SA
A
U
D
SD

(PS)
2.  I like how writing makes me feel inside.
SA
A
U
D
SD

(GPR)
3.  Writing is easier for me than it used to be.
SA
A
U
D
SD

(OC)
4.  When I write, the organization is better
SA
A
U
D
SD




than the other kids in my class.

(SF)
5.  People in my family think I am
SA
A
U
D
SD




a good writer.

(GPR)
6.  I am getting better at writing
SA
A
U
D
SD

(PS)
7.  When I write, I feel calm.
SA
A
U
D
SD

(OC)
8.  My writing is more interesting than my
SA
A
U
D
SD




classmates’ writing.

(SF)
9.  My teacher thinks my writing is fine.
SA
A
U
D
SD

(SF)
 10.  Other kids think I am a good writer.
SA
A
U
D
SD

(OC)
 11.  My sentences and paragraphs fit together
SA
A
U
D
SD




as well as my classmates’ sentences 




and paragraphs.  

(GPR)
 12.  I need less help to write well than I
SA
A
U
D
SD




used to.

(SF)
 13.  People in my family think I write
SA
A
U
D
SD




pretty well.

(GPR)
 14.  I write better now than I could before.
SA
A
U
D
SD

(GEN)
 15.  I think I am a good writer.
SA
A
U
D
SD

(OC)
 16.  I put my sentences in a better order than
SA
A
U
D
SD




the other kids.

(GPR)
 17.  My writing has improved.
SA
A
U
D
SD

(GPR)
 18.  My writing is better than before.
SA
A
U
D
SD

(GPR)
 19.  It’s easier to write well now than it
SA
A
U
D
SD 




used to be.

(GPR)
 20.  The organization of my writing has
SA
A
U
D
SD 




really improved.

(OC)
 21.  The sentences I use in my writing stick
SA
A
U
D
SD




to the topic more than the ones the other




kids use.

(SPR)
 22.  The words I use in my writing are better
SA
A
U
D
SD




than the ones I used before.

(OC)
 23.  I write more often than other kids
SA
A
U
D
SD

(PS)
 24.  I am relaxed when I write.
SA
A
U
D
SD

(SPR)
 25.  My descriptions are more interesting
SA
A
U
D
SD




than before.

(OC)
 26.  The words I use in my writing are better
SA
A
U
D
SD




than the ones other kids use.

(PS)
 27.  I feel comfortable when I write.
SA
A
U
D
SD

(SF)
 28.  My teacher thinks I am a good writer.
SA
A
U
D
SD

(SPR)
 29.  My sentences stick to the topic
SA
A
U
D
SD




better now.

(OC)
 30.  My writing seems to be more clear than
SA
A
U
D
SD




my classmates’ writing.

(SPR) 
 31.  When I write, the sentences and
SA
A
U
D
SD 




paragraphs fit together better than 




they used to.

(PS)
 32.  Writing makes me feel good.
SA
A
U
D
SD

(SF)
 33.  I can tell that my teacher thinks my
SA
A
U
D
SD




writing is fine.

(SPR)
 34.  The order of my sentences makes
SA
A
U
D
SD




better sense now.

(PS)
 35.  I enjoy writing.
SA
A
U
D
SD

(SPR) 
 36.  My writing is more clear than it
SA
A
U
D
SD 




used to be.

(SF)
 37.  My classmates say I would write well.
SA
A
U
D
SD

(SPR)
 38.  I choose the words I use in my writing
SA
A
U
D
SD




more carefully now.

THE WRITER SELF-PERCEPTION SCALE SCORING SHEET

Student Name _________________________________________________________

Grade _____________________________  Date _____________________________

Teacher ______________________________________________________________



Scoring Key:
5 = Strongly Agree (SA)





4 = Agree (A)





3 = Undecided (U)





2 = Disagree (D)





1 = Strongly Disagree (SD)

Scales

General
Specific
Observational

Social

Physiological

Progress
Progress
Comparison

Feedback
State

(GPR)

(SPR)

(OC)


(SF)

(PS)

  3. ____
22. ____
1. ____

5. ____
2. ____

  6. ____
25. ____
4. ____

9. ____
7. ____

12. ____
29. ____
8. ____
          10. ____          24. ____

14. ____
31. ____        11. ____
          13. ____          27. ____

17. ____          34. ____        16. ____
          28. ____          32. ____

18. ____
36. ____        21. ____
          33. ____          35. ____

19. ____
38. ____        23. ____
          37. ____


20. ____
 26. ____


 30. ____

Raw Scores

Raw Score

____ of 40       ____ of 35   
____ of 45

____ of 35
____ of 30

Score

Interpretation
GPR
SPR

OC

SF

PS

High
39+
34+

37+

32+

28+

Average
35
29

30

27

22

Low
30
24

23

22

16

THE WRITER SELF-PERCEPTION SCALE

DIRECTIONS FOR ADMINISTRATION, SCORING AND INTERPRETATION

The Writer Self-perception Scale (WSPS) provides an estimate of how children feel about themselves as writers. The scale consists of 38 items that assess self-perception along five dimensions of self-efficacy (General Progress, Specific Progress, Observational Comparison, Social Feedback, and Physiological State).  Children are asked to indicate how strongly they agree or disagree with each statement using a 5-point scale ranging from Strongly Agree (5) to Strongly Disagree (1).  The information yielded by this scale can be used to devise ways of enhancing children’s view of themselves as writers, and, ideally, to increase their motivation for writing. The following directions explain specifically what you are to do.

Administration

To ensure useful results the children must (a) understand exactly what they are to do, (b) have sufficient time to complete all items, and (c) respond honestly and thoughtfully. Briefly explain to the children that they are being asked to complete a questionnaire about writing. Emphasize that this is not a test and that there are no right or wring answers.  Tell them that they should be as honest as possible because their responses will be confidential.  Ask the children to fill in their names, grade levels, and classrooms as appropriate.  Read the directions aloud and work through the example with the students as a group.  Discuss the response options and make sure that all children understand the rating scale before moving on. The children should be instructed to raise their hands to ask questions about any words or ideas that are unfamiliar.

The children should then read each item and circle their response to the statement.  They should work at their own pace.  Remind the children that they should be sure to respond to all items.  When all items are completed, the children should stop, put their pencils down, and wait for further instructions. Care should be taken that children who work more slowly are not disturbed by classmates who have already finished.

Scoring

To score the WSPS, enter the following point values for each response on the WSPS scoring sheet (Strongly Agree = 5, Agree = 4, Undecided = 3, Disagree = 2, Strongly Disagree = 1) for each item number under the appropriate scale.  Sum each column to obtain a raw score for each of the five specific scales.

Interpretation

Each scale is interpreted in relation to its total possible score.  For example, because the WSPS uses a 5-point scale and the General Progress (GP) scale consists of 8 items, the highest total score is 40 (8 X 5 = 40).  Therefore, a score that would fall approximately at the average or mean score (35) would indicate that the child’s perception of her/himself as a writer falls in the average range with respect to General Progress.  Note that each remaining scale has a different possible maximum raw score (Specific Progress = 35, Observation Comparison = 45, Social Feedback = 35, and Physiological State = 30) and should be interpreted accordingly using the high, average, and low designations on the scoring sheet. 

